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HORIZON POWER — “RECONCILIATION ACTION PLAN” 2019–21 
Statement by Minister for Energy 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Energy) [9.10 am]: On 4 March 2020, I had the honour 
and pleasure of attending the launch of Western Australia’s regional electricity provider Horizon Power’s 
“Reconciliation Action Plan” 2019–21 in the remote community of Warmun, in the East Kimberley region. 
Western Australia’s public sector, including our government-owned utilities, has a unique opportunity to lead the 
way and influence the community in achieving reconciliation with the First People of this nation. Reconciliation 
action plans are a tangible commitment to mutual respect and strengthen relationships with, and create opportunities 
for, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. The development of Horizon Power’s RAP is the culmination of 
18 months of work with Horizon Power staff and representatives from the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
community, demonstrating a meaningful commitment to reconciliation. 
Key deliverables of the plan include introducing a comprehensive cultural education program for all employees; 
additional training and procurement opportunities for Aboriginal people and businesses; an increase in the Aboriginal 
employment rate from 4.5 per cent to seven per cent over two years, including the appointment of an Aboriginal 
graduate and an Aboriginal person to management, traineeships, and the development of mentoring structures and 
retention targets; review and strengthening of engagement practices through a new engagement strategy; and key 
performance indicators for the executive, aligning to the RAP’s deliverables. Horizon Power’s commitment to 
reconciliation is aligned with the state government’s themes on Aboriginal advancement, regional development, 
employment and training. I look forward to advising the house on the progress in achieving the RAP’s commitments. 
In May 2019, the state government announced funding to link the critical importance of building resilience and 
capacity of Aboriginal communities and individuals with economic participation. A number of strategic initiatives 
are already well advanced to improve social and economic outcomes for Aboriginal people through partnership 
and collaboration and this was evident to me during my time in Warmun. I was delighted to see tangible evidence 
in Warmun of Horizon Power’s commitment to reduce the cost of power and carbon emissions by investing in 
renewable energy. This is an exciting time for Horizon Power, its employees and the community as a whole, as 
we continue together on the path to reconciliation and a sustainable energy future. 
I table the “Innovate Reconciliation Action Plan”. 
[See paper 3259.] 
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